
Upcoming 

Events 

 
02/14 

Valentine’s Day 

 

02/15 
Half Day 

 

02/18 
President’s Day 

No School 

 

03/08 
End of Grading Period 

Spring Break 

Basketball 
Lauren Friess 

Newspaper 

Staff 
 

Editors: 
Zoe Bonds, 

Hannah Cutsinger, 

Valerie Lindner. 

Journalists: 
Jadan Bible, 

Matthew Buckman, 

Jean Burks, 

Lukas Davis, 

Cole Dixon, 

Lauren Friess, 

Mark Garza, 

Tayler Issler, 

Taeler Kee, 

Carly Madrid, 

Skylar Pyle, 

Lexie Thomas 

Scholar Bowl 
Jadan Bible 

The 2018-19 boys basketball team is having a good year.  They 

have been doing better than they have in the past years with a record 

of 13-15.  The first time they played Carmi-White County they won 

by two in overtime; the boys play CWC again soon so we’ll see if 

they can pull off another win.  The starting line up for the Indians is 

as follows: Houston Hall, Chase Selby, Josh McPheron, Dylan 

Fischer, and Austin Brown. On February 8th, the boys are playing at 

Eldorado and they will be wearing shirts for Joey, one of the boys 

that was injured in a car accident earlier this year.  

2019, so far, has been a great year for our Scholar Bowl team. They 

have crushed the competition at the Black Diamond Conference for 

the third time in a row. They’ve also won many matches throughout 

the season. According to Lauren Eberhart, a senior member of the 

team, Scholar Bowl has changed throughout her time participating, 

“People have gotten more excited and involved.” If they can keep 

this momentum going, they will have many more successful seasons 

to come. 



Math Team 
Carly Madrid 
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The season for the JCHS WYSE team is now 

underway! The team practices every Monday 

after school in sponsor Mrs. Stultz’s room. 

They are proud to boast several new members 

and hope the team continues to grow in the 

future. The WYSE team’s first regional 

competition took place at John A. Logan 

College on Thursday, February 7th, 2019. Mrs. 

Stultz feels confident that they will have a 

successful season. Let’s all wish our WYSE 

team members luck as they prepare for their 

season! 

WYSE Team 
Carly Madrid 

The time for Math Team has come again! The Math Team not only practices during their math 

classes at school, but also most days after school in the Clarks’ rooms. They have set high 

standards for themselves in the past; but the question is, can they surpass that bar? Senior 

member Zoe Bonds says, “Absolutely! We have a unique ability to win awards and have fun 

while we do it.” Their first competition is Saturday, February 23rd, 2019 at Herrin High 

School. Make sure to encourage your school’s Math Team members as they aim to set new 

records! 

Congratulations to Grace and 

Kelsee Dodd on advancing in the 

girls bowling sections! 



Plan for a Day Trip 

Go to a Drive in Movie 

Paint Canvases Together 

Go Bowling 

Go Fishing 

Go to the Movie Theatre 

Go out to Eat 

Go Ice Skating 

Go to a Concert 

Date Ideas 
Lexie Thomas 

Single on Valentine’s Day 
Zoe Bonds, Valerie Lindner, Hannah Cutsinger 

Being single on Valentine’s Day can seem 

like no fun but here are a few things to do: 

 

 Work so you’ll have extra money 

 Take a bubble bath 

 Listen to Single Ladies by Beyonce 

 Dinner with friends or family 

 Watch horror movies 

 Eat approximately two tubs of ice 

cream 

 Snuggle with your pet(s) 

 The day after, buy half price candy and 

send yourself gifts (flowers, teddy 

bears, etc.) 

Congratulations to the 

JCHS dance team for 

getting a bid at state! 

Congratulations to Lily 

Frick on her  solo 

performance .  
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Valentine’s Day Songs 
Taeler Kee 

1. A Thousand Years -Christina Perri 

2. All of Me -John Legend 

3. Love Story -Taylor Swift 

4. I Will Always Love You -Whitney 

Houston 

5. I Love You Baby  -Frank Sinatra 

6. You Make it Easy  -Jason Aldean 

7. Thinking Out Loud  -Ed Sheeran 

8. Can’t Help Falling in Love  -Elvis 

Presley 

9. Perfect  -Ed Sheeran 

10. Everybody Loves Somebody  -Dean 

Martin  

11. All Around Me– Flyleaf 

12. All or Nothing– Theory of a Deadman 

 Pink roses convey happiness, 

gracefulness, and admiration. 

 Tiger lilies symbolize confidence, 

pride, and wealth. 

 Peonies symbolize romance, 

prosperity, good fortune, a happy 

marriage, riches, honor, and compassion, 

but they can also mean bashfulness. 
 Orchids represent love, luxury, 

beauty and strength. 

 Daisies symbolize innocence and 

purity. 

 Dahlias symbolize elegance, inner  

strength, creativity, change, and dignity. 

Flower Meanings 
Tayler Issler 

Pickup Lines 
Jean Burks 

 Hey, my name’s Windows, can I 

crash at your place? 

 Hey! Tie your shoes. I don't want you 

falling for anyone else. 

 I think there’s something wrong with 

my eyes…I can’t seem to take them 

off of you. 

 If I received a nickel for every time I 

saw someone as beautiful as you, I’d 

have only five cents. 

 Life without you is like a broken 

pencil... pointless. 

 Even if there wasn't gravity on earth, 

I'd still fall for you. 

 We're not socks, but I think we'd 

make a great pair. 

 Your hand looks heavy. Here, let me 

hold it for you. 

 If I could rearrange the alphabet I 

would put U and I together. 



History of Valentine’s Day 
Cole Dixon 

1. A Walk To Remember 

2. Paper Towns 

3. The Spectacular Now 

4. The Kissing Booth 

5. The Fault In Our Stars 

6. If I Stay 

7. Footloose 

8. Adrift 

9. Dirty Dancing 

10. The Notebook 

11. Love Actually 

12. The Wedding Singer 

13. Fifty First Dates 

14. The Wedding Planner 

15. How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days 

16. 27 Dresses 

Movies to Watch on Valentine’s Day 
Lukas Davis 

Some people believe Valentine’s Day 

actually began in Ancient Rome from a 

festival called Lupercalia. In the 1300’s it 

officially became a holiday to everyone after 

Saint Valentine was hanged on the 14th of 

February. He was a cruel person who banned 

his soldiers from getting married because he 

thought it distracted them. Doves were also 

released on February 14th; this is why doves 

are associated with Valentine’s. Cupid is a 

little chubby boy that flies around with wings 

and shoots people with powerful love. Today 

55% of Americans celebrate Valentine’s Day, 

a roughly estimated 18.2 billion a year, but 

people didn’t start giving out cards until the 

1840’s. Teachers get the most cards on the 

14th. The most popular gifts are flowers and 

chocolates and jewelry. 



Celebrity News 
Skylar Pyle 
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There’s numerous events happening in the celebrity world, and here are a few. Meghan 

Markle, retired actress and Prince Harry's wife, is pregnant! They’re expecting their first child 

in the early spring! She hid her pregnancy for a little while before they decided to confirm the 

rumors in October. Speaking of pregnancies, Kylie Jenner posted a photo of her child holding 

her finger and it got 18 million likes, breaking the record for the most likes on an Instagram 

picture. Now, a photo of an egg decided to compete against her and break the record for the 

highest amount of likes. Spoiler alert, it won! It also has become the most popular post across 

the internet! To top it off, Rami Malek, Bohemian Rhapsody and Until Dawn star, has 

confirmed that he’s dating Lucy Boynton, also a star in Bohemian Rhapsody. 

Fun Apps 
Journalism I 

Flow Free 

2048 

Wordscapes 

Granny 

Brawl Stars 

Player Unknown Battlegrounds 

Balls 

Animal Crossing Pocket Camp 

Black Box 

Two Dots 

Sandbox 



Book Review: That’s Not What Happened 
Skylar Pyle 

That’s Not What Happened is a book written by Kody 

Keplinger. Three years ago there was a school 

shooting at Virgil County High School, and freshman 

student, Sarah, supposedly was claiming her faith 

before getting shot. However, her best friend, Lee, 

knows that Sarah was actually quiet as a mouse 

because she was holding hands with her before she 

was killed. This book isn’t just about a school 

shooting. It involves positive character development, 

disability, healing, and survivors. No one is perfect 

and this book portrays that significantly.  

Video Game Review 
Jadan Bible 

2018 was a fantastic year for video games. 

With the early year bringing Celeste, the 

middle of the year bringing God of War, and 

the end of the year having Spiderman for the 

Playstation 4, 2018 had a great year as far as 

video games go. 2019 looks to be even better, 

with upcoming releases such as Devil May Cry 

5, Sinking City, and many others. One that 

seems to be very interesting is a game called 

The Outer Worlds. This game was made by 

Obsidian, makers of the famous Fallout series 

and publishers of Fallout: New Vegas, which 

was critically appraised. The trailer alone 

shows that this game, though having moments 

of tension, will also have charming, strange, 

and light-hearted moments that have been seen 

in Obsidian’s previous titles. With a release 

sometime in 2019, this is a game that many are 

excited to play. 



Bird Box Reviews 
Journalism II & III 

Page 8 

Bird Box, a Netflix original, came out in 

2018 and is causing both good and bad 

thoughts throughout the United States. 

Although it has a good storyline, Bird Box 

could be considered a trigger to those who 

have suicidal thoughts. The fact that the 

“monsters” made everyone without mental 

disorders kill themselves was sickening 

and did not sit right with many people who 

watched this movie. 

It’s no question that the Netflix original movie Bird Box was an overnight sensation. It took 

me a bit, but even I eventually saw the memes on Facebook and decided to give it a go. I 

enjoyed the movie and thought that it was pretty good, but I don’t really see why it got so 

much hype as compared to other similar movies. Bird Box boasted an interesting take on the 

horror genre. Rather than jump scares and visible ghosts or demons, the villains in Bird Box 

are unseen throughout the entire movie. A sense of uneasiness replaces the genuine fear that 

most horror movies aim to instill in viewers. Despite this, the movie was kind of cliché and I 

could definitely tell what was going to happen before it did. I won’t spoil anything, but let’s 

just say that the horror movie character tropes and the sequence of “who dies when” are pretty 

much aligned with other movies of the era. If you haven’t seen it yet, I’d definitely give it a 

watch to understand the memes- but don’t expect it to be movie of the year. 

Bird Box was an overnight sensation! 

Since the Netflix film was released on 

November 12, 2018, approximately 45 

million accounts have seen the movie. Bird 

Box is a story about the world being 

ravaged by invisible beings. Sandra 

Bullock portrayed Melanie, a mother on a 

journey to protect her children, 

wonderfully. Overall, the movie was a 

great success in my heart and the hearts of 

those everywhere. 



Did You Know? 
Matthew Buckman 

Senior Spotlight 
Lauren Friess 

My hair is usually straight. 

I do not participate in any sports. 

I am a junior. 

My favorite class is Journalism. 

I normally wear converse or vans. 
 

Who Am I? 
Matthew Buckman 

This month’s senior spotlight is Danny 

Ridings. His favorite year of high school 

was sophomore year; he had a lot of good 

times with some of his really great friends. 

When asked if he is ready to be done with 

high school he responded with, “Yes, I am 

ready to move on to college and finally start 

my life.” After high school and college he 

plans to move to North Carolina and work 

for Coca Cola as an IT Tech.  He has had 

lots of good times in Mrs. Will’s classes. 

He’s going to really miss seeing all of the 

good friends he has made everyday. Danny 

enjoys writing music- he has sheets upon 

sheets of music and lyrics he has written. 

He has made the most of his high school 

experience and we are all excited to see him 

succeed in life!  

On Valentine’s Day, at least thirty-six 

million heart shaped chocolate boxes are 

sold each year. 
 

On average, men spend about twice as 

much money on Valentine’s Day than 

women ($130). 
 

The phrase “you wear your heart on your 

sleeve” has historical origins.  In the 

Middle Ages, young people would draw a 

name from a bowl and they had to wear 

that name on their wrist for a week. 
 

In the middle ages, it was quietly spoken 

that if you were single by Valentine’s Day, 

you would end up marrying the first single 

person of the opposite sex you saw. 
 

Approximately twenty-seven percent of 

people who buy flowers on Valentine’s 

Day are women. 
 

Enough candy hearts are made each year to 

stretch approximately 10,016 miles. 
 

Every Valentine’s day, approximately 

1,000 valentines are sent to Verona, Italy 

addressed to Juliet (The birthplace of the 

play “Romeo and Juliet.”) 
 

Approximately fifteen percent of women 

send themselves flowers on Valentine’s 

Day. 
 

The first Valentine’s box was invented in 

the late nineteenth century. 
 

Valentine’s Day developed into what it is 

today over the thousand year period that 

followed  the execution of St. Valentine on 

February 14 269 AD. 



 
Hats for Holly 

Valerie Lindner 
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On January 28, Johnston City lost a valuable member of the community. Holly Smith was an 

unforgettable senior at JCHS. Johnston City Schools came together to support the family of 

Holly Smith by organizing a fundraiser named Hats for Holly. Students were able to wear a 

hat to school and/or donate $1 (or more if they wanted) to go to Holly’s family. Wearing hats 

was inspired by Holly’s love for wearing them herself. Student Council has also been 

sponsoring 50/50 raffles at home basketball games with all proceeds going to Holly’s family. 



#EldoradoStrong 
Zoe Bonds 

Several weeks ago, three boys from Eldorado High School were involved in a serious car 

accident. To support the boys, the JCHS Student Council held two 50/50 raffles at home 

basketball games. We collected $335 dollars and our basketball team and cheerleaders 

presented the check in the shirts they purchased to support Eldorado. We may be rivals on 

the court, but in the big scheme of things we are all on the same team. JC is an awesome 

community! 


